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AURORA BOREALIS - Northern Lights 
historical. drama 
(2017, HD, COLOR, 104 MIN.) 

DIRECTED BY MÁRTA MÉSZÁROS 

PRODUCED BY ISTVÁN MAJOR, GÜL TOGAY / FILMTEAM 

“If you want to tell the truth, honesty is not enough.” Living in Vienna, Olga 
realises that there are secrets and lies in her family’s past, and she will not 
be able to put her own life in order until she works out the truth of what really 
happened. After returning to Hungary, her elderly mother did everything 
in her power to keep the past a secret from her daughter and lied to her for 
years, but when she falls into a coma, Olga finds a mysterious photograph 
and starts to search for the truth. 

Auteur of Adoption (Golden Bear, Berlinale, 1975), Nine Months  
(Prix FIPRESCI, Cannes, 1977) and Diary for my Children (Grand Prix Special 
du Jury, Cannes, 1984), Márta Mészáros has once again directed a film that 
examines a social taboo, this time exploring the story of children fathered  
by occupying Russian soldiers. 

An international cast includes iconoclastic Mari Törőcsik, who has collected 
awards for Best Actress in Cannes, Chicago, Karlovy Vary and Monte Carlo, 
alongside Ildikó Tóth, Franciska Törőcsik, Antonio de la Torre, Hary Prinz and 
Lesław Żurek. 
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BUDAPEST NOIR 
crime, thriller 
(2017, HD, COLOR, 95 MIN.) 

DIRECTED BY EVA GARDOS 

PRODUCED BY ILDIKÓ KEMÉNY / PIONEER PICTURES 

Set in the politically troubled autumn of 1936, this story follows Zsigmond 
Gordon, a world-weary reporter asking unwanted questions about the 
seemingly unimportant murder of a young prostitute found beaten to death 
and dumped in a courtyard. While supposedly covering the funeral of 
fascist-leaning, real-life Hungarian prime minister Gyula Gömbös, Gordon’s 
investigation leads him deep into the city’s dark underbelly – a shady world 
of pornographers, fixers, all-night “smokers”, boxing rings, seedy brothels, 
powerful crime syndicates and communist cells – all the way to the highest 
echelons of power, where one of Hungary’s most influential businessmen 
plans to make a fortune through his political ties with Germany’s leadership 
– as long as he can somehow keep his Jewish heritage a secret.

Originally published in 2008, the novel Budapest Noir proved popular with 
both public and critics and became an instant bestseller, which sparked 
several sequels and has gone on to appear in numerous languages around 
the world. 
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THE BUTCHER, THE WHORE AND THE 
ONE-EYED MAN / A hentes, a kurva  
és a félszemú́ 
crime 
(2017, HD, BLACK&WHITE, COLOR, 105 MIN.)

DIRECTED BY JÁNOS SZÁSZ 

PRODUCED BY ISTVÁN BODZSÁR / UNIO FILM 

1925 saw a terrible scandal shake the city of Budapest. Ferenc Kudelka  
was slaughtered in his own abattoir, cut up, bundled into suitcases and 
carried through the city streets to eventually be dumped in the Danube.  
This gruesome crime was committed in cold blood but in an atrociously 
amateur fashion by a former gendarme, Gusztáv Léderer, and his  
ex-prostitute wife Mária. 

Kudelka the butcher falls passionately in love with the wife of the former 
gendarme, with the full knowledge and assistance of her husband: he is able 
to spend hours of pleasure with the man’s wife in return for a small amount 
of money. Driven by greed, the Léderer couple – after two failed attempts – 
eventually succeed in killing Ferenc Kudelka. 
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GENESIS 
drama 
(2017, HD, COLOR, 120 MIN.) 

DIRECTED BY ÁRPÁD BOGDÁN 

PRODUCED BY ANDREA TASCHLER / MIRAGE FILM & GÁBOR FERENCZY / FOCUSFOX 

Genesis provides a dramatic depiction of sin, catharsis and rebirth. The story 
is formed around the fate of a young Roma boy, whose childhood reaches 
a sudden and drastic end when he loses his family in a tragic and brutal 
attack. Already buried in her work, a young female lawyer succumbs to 
pressure from her superior and undertakes the defence of one of the men 
facing trial for the part he reputedly played in this infamous series of racist 
murders. it is while researching the case that she comes into contact with 
the young boy, called as a witness, and this chance meeting changes both 
their lives forever. A mysterious teenage girl also becomes involved when her 
boyfriend’s dark secrets come to light.

With strong biblical roots, the story is told via the journeys of very different 
individuals from completely separate sections of society whose paths never 
cross but whose fates become intricately entwined as they twist through the 
shadow cast by this horrendous crime.

The protagonists in Genesis decide their various fates based on the universal 
human values of faith in life, solidarity and responsibility, and each is then 
presented with the chance of a new beginning, a new life.
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GRANNY PROJECT 
documentary 
(2017, HD, COLOR, 89 MIN.) 

DIRECTED BY BÁLINT RÉVÉSZ 

PRODUCED BY LÁSZLÓ KÁNTOR / ÚJ BUDAPEST FILMSTÚDIÓ & BÁLINT RÉVÉSZ / 

GALLIVANT FILM 

Granny Project is a seven-year-long investigation of three young men 
coming to terms with their heritage through the extraordinary lives of their 
grandmothers: an English spy, a dancer from Nazi Germany and a Hungarian 
communist Holocaust survivor.

The three man move back and forth across Europe at the same time as their 
grandmothers set off on a virtual journey down memory lane. They transport 
their grannies back to their youth and in doing so provide us with an insight 
into the transcendental connection between grandparents and grandchildren, 
on the verge of the 21st century. 

Granny Project deals with classic values and taboo historical topics – and the 
method used is equally important as it gives an insight to the zeitgeist of the 
young today. 
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A KIND OF AMERICA 3 / Valami Amerika 3 
comedy 
(2018, HD, COLOR, 103 MIN.) 

DIRECTED BY GÁBOR HERENDI 

PRODUCED BY GÁBOR HERENDI, MÓNIKA NAGY, ELEONÓRA PETÁK/ SKYFILM

Thanks to conman Alex, loser brothers Tamás, Ákos and András get into 
situations that are even more impossible than ever. Circumstances are  
further complicated by the police and two rival mafia gangs, run by Bala  
and Toni. The hunt is on for a mysterious stamp worth millions of euros,  
and the boys’ fate is once again in danger. Eszter and Timi join in the fun  
in the race against the clock. 

Will the hapless bunch manage to escape unharmed again? 
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SINISTER SHADOW / A rossz árnyék 
experimental, drama 
DIRECTED BY ANDRÁS JELES 

PRODUCED BY ANDRÁS MUHI, GÁBOR FERENCZY / FOCUSFOX 

Widely known and respected for his earlier works, The First Fling (1979), 
Dream Brigade (1983), The Annunciation (1984), Why Wasn’t He There? (1993) 
and Joseph and his Brothers (2003), writer-director András Jeles’ Sinister 
Shadow promises to reach beyond events and present us with a clear view  
of the world in all its complexity.

The leading characters in Sinister Shadow are a young man with special 
abilities and his restorer father.

The central motif of this symbolic film is an emblematic work,  
The Ambassadors, painted by the Renaissance artist Hans Holbein  
the Younger, of which the restorer is commissioned by his friend to  
produce a perfect replica.

The masterpiece slowly reveals its hidden messages as we learn that 
reproducing an artwork of such astounding quality is not only the ultimate 
test of his painterly ability but also a journey of discovery that sheds a bright 
light on his life to date and presents us with a terrifying question. 

COMPLETED FILMS 15HUNGARIAN NATIONAL FILM FUND14



THE WHISKEY BANDIT / A Viszkis 
action, crime 
(2017, HD, COLOR, 126 MIN.) 

DIRECTED BY NIMRÓD ANTAL 

PRODUCED BY TAMÁS HUTLASSA / CAFÉ FILM 

Between 1993 and 1999, one man robbed 29 financial institutions in Budapest. 
Banks, post offices and travel agencies fell victim to his criminal spree.  
The police had no leads and no hope of finding him during his six-year  
stint. The only clue left behind at the crime scenes was the distinct aroma  
of whiskey. Which is why the media named him the “Whiskey Bandit”.

Never physically harming anyone, many began to follow his escapades 
through the media and soon even started to root for him. His capture would 
only bring more intrigue. A Transylvanian immigrant who also happened 
to be a goalie for one of the city’s largest hockey teams, Attila Ambrus was 
eventually identified as the “Whiskey Bandit”. The police had finally captured 
him... or so they thought.
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BAD POEMS / Rossz versek (Hu/Fr) 
dramedy 
DIRECTED BY GÁBOR REISZ

PRODUCED BY JULI BERKES / PROTON CINEMA & LES FILMS DU BALIBARI 

33-year-old Tamás Merthner is heartbroken after his girlfriend Anna, who 
is on a scholarship in Paris, breaks up with him. While wallowing in self-
pity, Tamás takes a trip down memory lane to figure out if love only exists 
when it’s practically gone. As he’s trying to pick up the pieces, he begins to 
realise what makes this current society so confused, which gives us a highly 
subjective view of Hungary’s present.
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BLOSSOM VALLEY / Virágvölgy 
1st feature film 
drama, road movie 
DIRECTED BY LÁSZLÓ CSUJA

PRODUCED BY ANDRÁS MUHI, GÁBOR FERENCZY/ FOCUSFOX 

HNFF INCUBATOR PROGRAMME SELECTION 

Blossom Valley is a socio-realist movie that plays with the genre of lovers- 
on-the-run. The actors are amateurs to whom these events didn’t happen,  
but could have happened.

Bianka, 20, finds herself drifting in the suburbs without any particular 
purpose. She has the sudden urge to steal a baby, which she does, but now 
she has to find a father and a home. When none of her ex-boyfriends are 
willing to lend a hand, the only one happy to help is Laci, 21, who is mentally 
disabled and living in a workers’ hostel.

Bianka sees this whole situation as little less than a thrilling role play,  
but Laci starts to love her and the baby, and will do whatever it takes  
to ensure a happy family life – and that is a challenge.
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EASY LESSONS / Könnyú́  leckék  

1st feature film 
documentary 
DIRECTED BY DOROTTYA ZURBÓ

PRODUCED BY JÚLIA UGRIN / ÉCLIPSE FILM

HNFF INCUBATOR PROGRAMME SELECTION 

Kafia is 17 years old. Three years ago, she fled to Hungary on her own, 
escaping from a child marriage in Somalia. She has been living in a children’s 
home in Budapest ever since. She learns the language, goes to high school, 
prepares for the Hungarian graduation exam and has started a modelling 
career. On the surface, everything seems fine. However, behind that beautiful 
and confident appearance lies a heavy heart. Her repetitive daily routine 
revolves around constant dilemmas and self-doubt about leaving behind her 
Muslim culture and everything she grew up with. The film slowly becomes  
an intimate confession. What does it mean, on the brink of adulthood,  
to break with your past and fully give yourself up to a new self in order  
to live in Europe? 
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GUERILLA 
1st feature film 
drama 
DIRECTED BY GYÖRGY MÓR KÁRPÁTI 

PRODUCED BY VIKTÓRIA PETRÁNYI, RÓBERT VÁMOS / PROTON CINEMA 

HNFF INCUBATOR PROGRAMME SELECTION 

The liberation war against the Habsburg Empire is close to its end  
in Hungary. Having hidden from military draft, Barnabás leaves his 
hometown and walks across the country to find and save his wounded 
brother who has been hiding with a guerrilla group deep in the forest. Despite 
their exhaustion and lack of food or information, they are still fighting for 
their cause. Barnabás finds his brother alienated and distrustful. The tension 
between the boys increases further when they turn out to be attracted to  
the same nurse in the camp. Hoping he can earn his brother’s trust and take 
him home, Barnabás decides to stay and lie about his past. In the meantime, 
he has to face the cruelty of war.
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GYPSY IN SPACE / Lajkó - cigány az ú́rben  
1st feature film 
comedy 
DIRECTED BY BALÁZS LENGYEL 

PRODUCED BY FERENC PUSZTAI / KMH FILM 

This black comedy allows us to learn that the first living being in space was 
not actually a dog called Lajka but a Hungarian crop-sprayer by the name 
of Lajkó. We discover that, in early 1957, the Soviet Union decides to give 
Hungary the honour of providing the first cosmonaut to orbit in space.  
The most suitable candidate turns out to be none other than Lajos Serbán, 
known to all as Lajkó, whose life as a pilot reflects his lifelong attraction to 
the stars and an unexplored infinity with outer space. When he is eventually 
selected for this daring mission, he has little notion of the fact that it is not 
by chance that his dreams are set to come true…
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HIER / Tegnap (Hu-Fr-Nl-De-Se-Mo) 

1st feature film 
drama 
DIRECTED BY BÁLINT KENYERES 

PRODUCED BY ANDREA TASCHLER / MIRAGE FILM 

The central character, 50- year-old Victor Ganz, owns a thriving building 
and civil engineering company that operates worldwide. Some very costly 
problems on a building site in North Africa mean he has to go (he hates 
traveling) to a country where he is confronted with memories of his youth, 
which have been carefully buried in the depths of his mind. Meetings 
in ministries, disinformation, the reappearance of a past love who had 
mysteriously disappeared, and an investigation in the local underground  
to find her: Victor Ganz slowly plunges into a labyrinthine world where  
present and past intertwine.
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HIS MASTER’S VOICE / Az Úr hangja (Hu/Ca) 
sci-fi 
DIRECTED BY GYÖRGY PÁLFI 

PRODUCED BY FERENC PUSZTAI / KMH FILM WITH QUITE REVOLUTION 

PICTURES 

Based on the Stanisław Lem novel, His Master’s Voice tells the story of  
a thirty-something Hungarian journalist who has never met his father,  
who defected to the United States in the seventies and disappeared. However, 
himself about to start a family, he decides to travel to the States to find him. 
As a scientist, his father worked in a research group which examined “voices” 
from space in search of evidence of extra-terrestrial intelligent life.

Pálfi’s (Hukkle, Taxidermia, Free Fall) new film aims to address the question 
of whether we are alone in the world, on the level of both the universe and  
the individual. 
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LIQUID GOLD / Folyékony arany 
documentary 
DIRECTED BY TAMÁS ALMÁSI 

PRODUCED BY JÚLIA UGRIN / ÉCLIPSE FILM 

Tokaj is one of the best-known wine regions in the world. In the past, King 
Louis XIV of France, Queen Victoria, Peter the Great, Empress Elizabeth of 
Russia, Goethe and Beethoven drank their sweet wine, Tokaji Aszú, which was 
referred to as the “Wine of Kings, King of Wines”. But the region was almost 
destroyed in the 20th century, when World War II and later mass-production 
during the socialist era caused serious damage. Since 1989, the region has 
been fighting to re-establish its earlier fame and to become recognised as 
such again. But it has to face a new challenge: the global market. Can it 
compete with the biggest international wine producers while working in one 
of the most impoverished areas of Hungary? 
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ONE DAY / Egy Nap 
1st feature film 
drama 
DIRECTED BY ZSÓFIA SZILÁGYI

PRODUCED BY ÁGNES PATAKI, EDINA KENESEI / PARTNERSFILM LTD.

HNFF INCUBATOR PROGRAMME SELECTION 

Anna, 40, teaches Italian. She has three children, a husband, a flat and 
permanent stress about how to make ends meet. When it comes to money, 
each penny counts, and when it comes to time, so does each minute. Anna is 
constantly running around – from work to the nursery, to the school, to ballet, 
to fencing class. Each afternoon is a hectic road movie. This is an average 
day, business as usual. She finds out that her husband is cheating on her, 
which is anything but business as usual.

This film is a hyper-realistic experiment to follow a woman throughout 
a single day leaving out none of the seemingly boring details that would 
normally be left out, nor settling them with a symbolic montage in order  
to get to the more exciting or more eventful twists and turns of the plot.  
We live through every detail just like our protagonist does, and, like her,  
we have no choice. Anna tries to keep up heroically, she tries to manage  
the day and not let things slide, she tries not to stop.

She can’t afford to focus on what really matters. She doesn’t have the time.
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OPEN / Nyitva 
1st feature film 
dramedy 
DIRECTED BY ORSI NAGYPÁL

PRODUCED BY GÁBOR KÁLOMISTA, DOROTTYA HELMECZY / MEGAFILM

This is a relationship dramedy about a couple in their 30s adventuring 
through the confusing thrills of non-monogamy. Hoping to escape the 
seemingly inevitable cheatings and betrayals, Fanni and Bálint come up 
with a desperate plan to save their loving but sexually deflated relationship 
by simply opening it. Hand in hand, they take a big splash into the brave 
new world of 21st century dating, realising too late that the waves can be 
quite murky and overwhelming. What at first seems like awkward fun later 
becomes a dangerous and painful game of trust and emotions.

The film explores the challenges of modern-day mating from a strong female 
point of view, dealing with gender roles and our (false) expectations of sex  
and relationships, with quirky humour and honesty.
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RUBEN BRANDT, COLLECTOR 
animation 
DIRECTED BY MILORAD KRSTIC 

PRODUCED BY JÁNOS KURDY FEHÉR, PÉTER MISKOLCZI, RADMILA ROCZKOV, 

HERMINA ROCZKOV 

Ruben Brandt, a famous psychotherapist, is forced to steal 13 paintings from 
world-renowned museums and private collections to prevent his suffering 
from terrible nightmares. Accompanied by his four patients, he and his band 
of thieves strike regularly and with great success: the Louvre, Tate, Uffizi, 
Hermitage, MoMA…

“The Collector” quickly becomes the most wanted criminal in the world. 
Gangsters and headhunters chase him around the world while the reward  
for his capture keeps rising, approaching a hundred million dollars. A cartel  
of insurance companies entrusts Mike Kowalski, a private detective  
and leading expert on art theft, to solve the “Collector Case.”
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SUNSET 
drama  
DIRECTED BY LASZLO NEMES 

PRODUCED BY GÁBOR SIPOS, GÁBOR RAJNA / LAOKOON FILMGROUP 

Laszlo Nemes, the Oscar and Golden Globe winner director of Son of Saul, 
returns with his sophomore feature which is set in 1913, Budapest, the heart 
of Europe. Irisz Leiter, 20, arrives in the Hungarian capital after spending her 
younger years in an orphanage. Hoping to work as a milliner in the legendary 
hat store which belonged to her late parents, she is first driven away by 
Oszkar, the new owner. When a man abruptly comes to her looking for 
“Kalman Leiter”, she is suddenly confronted with her past. As she searches for 
answers about her family and stumbles upon dark secrets, she is drawn into 
the turmoil of a civilisation on the eve of its downfall.
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TALL TALES / Apró mesék 
historical thriller 
DIRECTED BY ATTILA SZÁSZ

PRODUCED BY ÁBEL KÖVES, TAMÁS LAJOS / FILM POSITIVE 

Set in Hungary in 1945, shortly after the end of World War II, when chaos and 
insecurity reign supreme in the country, Tall Tales tells the story of a conman 
who is trying to take advantage of these confused times, when an unexpected 
encounter changes the course of his life.

This twist-filled historical thriller with a romantic plot at its centre is the 
fourth collaboration between director Attila Szász and screenwriter Norbert 
Köbli, following swiftly on from multi-award winning TV productions 
including Demimonde and The Ambassador to Bern.
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TROUPERS / Vándorszínészek 
drama, road movie  
DIRECTED BY PÁL SÁNDOR 

PRODUCED BY PÁL SÁNDOR / FILMSTREET 

Set in the early 1800s, based on the diary of a prompter, this period road 
movie is laced with humour and irony.

Come snow, frost or scorching heat, a ragtag band of comedians trudge along 
highways and byways, hoping to make it to the capital and perform in a real 
theatre in front of a sophisticated audience.

Love, friendship, betrayal and reconciliation – anything is possible on this 
inner and outer journey, aback a rickety round-top wagon.
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X 
thriller, drama 
DIRECTED BY KÁROLY UJJ MÉSZÁROS 

PRODUCED BY ATTILA TŐZSÉR, ANDRÁS MUHI / FOCUSFOX 

Personal dramas and a murder mystery unfold in present-day Budapest, 
where the demonstrations of an angry new generation are part of the 
pre-election life of a city; where the historical and recent past still haunts 
its people, resulting in concealed and horrendous crimes. It is a city where 
nothing seems honest and true, except an emotionally unstable policewoman 
and her misfit daughter who wants to know who her father truly was.

This drama-thriller is the second feature film by the director of the multi-
award-winning, 2015 box-office hit, Liza, the Fox-Fairy.
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